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Course Overview

This class is designed to provide an overview of the major literary genres, including fiction, nonfiction, poetry and drama. We will read widely in each field and explore the elements and traditions central to each genre. Lectures and discussions will focus mainly on our reading of primary works (poems, short stories, essays and plays), with an emphasis on issues of craft and structure as well as the cultural contexts out of which these works emerged. 
Student Learning Outcomes

At the completion of this course, the student will be able to understand and identify varied characteristics of literature; apply techniques of literary analysis to texts; use literary study to develop skills in clear reading and writing; demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which texts have been written and interpreted. 
Course Requirements
Weekly readings are listed in the course calendar. Please have all the listed readings finished by the first class of the week, unless otherwise indicated. Updates and/or changes to the reading list will be posted on Blackboard. Students will be responsible for two annotations (1-2 pages), two essays (3-5 pages), a midterm exam and a cumulative final exam, as well as class participation. All assignments will be thoroughly covered in class, in addition to being posted on Blackboard. It is understood that all students will adhere to UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy (see http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu to review the entire policy). 

Evaluation

Each of the annotations will count for 5% of the final grade, and each of the papers and exams will count 20%. Class participation will count for the final 10%. Students will be allowed four absences and will lose three points off the final grade for every absence thereafter. In rare situations, certain conditions may allow for additional excused absences.   
Final Notes

The Writing Center (3211 HHRA) is available to all UNCG students. They can help with the steps involved in drafting a paper. We’ll talk more about the WC when we discuss the essays. 
Please contact the Office of Disability Services (http://ods.dept.uncg.edu) if you have a disability that may impact your performance/participation in this class. 
ENG 104-05 Course Calendar

Readings/topics are broken down by day to give you an idea of what each class’s main emphasis will be, but all readings should be done by the first class of each week. All page numbers refer to The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature, 7th Ed. Updates/changes to the calendar will be posted on Blackboard. The poetry readings are designed to give an overview of areas of study; in the interest of space, the full reading list will be posted on Blackboard. It is imperative that you bring your book to each class, as there are a number of secondary sources (interviews/essays/historical documents) we will be looking at (in addition to primary works) to help frame discussions and lectures.  
Week 1 (8/14—8/18) 

M: Introduction to Course/Discuss Syllabus

W: Literature and Its Role

F: Narrative and Lyric Modes, Overview of Fiction 

     “A Story about the Body,” Robert Hass, 782 
Week 2 (8/21—8/25)
M: Plot, 63-64 

W: “A Rose for Emily,” William Faulkner, 80; Faulkner Interview, 87 

F: “Three Girls,” Joyce Carol Oates, 73 

Week 3 (8/28—9/1) 

M: Character, 104-109

W: “Saving Sourdi,” May-Lee Chai, 110

F: “The Things They Carried,” Tim O’Brien (E-Reserve)
Week 4 (9/6—9/8) 

M: No Class, Labor Day
W:  Point of View, 173-178
       excerpt from The Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger (E-Reserve)

       “Girl,” Jamaica Kincaid, 517

F: “The Lady with the Pet Dog,” Anton Chekhov, 179

     “The Lady with the Pet Dog,” Joyce Carol Oates, 191
Week 5 (9/11—9/15)
M: 1st Annotation Assignment (Due 9/15)

W: Setting, 151-153
      “Soldier’s Home,” Ernest Hemmingway, 153

F:  1st Annotation Due 
     “IND AFF,” Fay Wheldon, 161

ENG104-05 Calendar (cont.)
Week 6 (9/18—9/22)
M: Annotations Returned

      1st Essay Assigned (Due 9/29)   
W: Style/Tone, 259-263        
      “A&P,” John Updike, 553
F:  “Lust,” Susan Minot, 282 
Week 7 (9/25—9/29)
M: “Popular Mechanics,” Raymond Carver, 263
W: “Battle Royal,” Ralph Ellison, 226
F: 1st Essay Due

Week 8 (10/2—10/6)
M: “A Good Man Is Hard to Find,” Flannery O’Connor

W: Papers Returned

      Take-Home Midterm Assigned
F: Midterm Due

Week 9 (10/11—10/13) 
M: No Class, Fall Break

W: Introduction to Nonfiction

      excerpt from The Right Stuff, Tom Wolfe (E-Reserve)

F: “Field Trips,” Stuart Dybek (E-Reserve)
     Midterm Returned

Week 10 (10/16—10/20) 
M: “The Fourth State of Matter,” Jo Ann Beard (E-Reserve) 

W: Introduction to Poetry 
F: Poems by Terence Hayes (E-Reserve)

Week 11 (10/23—10/27)

M: Diction, Syntax, Tone, 612-615

      Jarrell, 615; Kooser, 619    

W: Marvell, 624; Wilbur, 627; Olds, 633
F: Imagery, 644-45; 663-64
     Pound, 661; Williams, 780
ENG 104-05 Calendar (cont.)
Week 12 (10/30—11/3) 
M: Rhythm/Meter, 730-737
      2nd Annotation Assigned (Due 11/3)
W: Dickinson, 818, 827-28; Shakespeare, 982-82; Brooks, 636
F: Whitman (E-Reserve); Ginsburg (E-Reserve); Knight (E-Reserve)

     2nd Annotation Due

Week 13 (11/6—11/10)
M: Form, 748, 749-50 
     Shakespeare, 755; Thomas, 758; Jordan (E-Reserve)

W: 2nd Annotations Returned

    2nd Paper Assigned (Due 11/20)
F: Rhyme, 712, 715-16
    Plath (E-Reserve), Hughes 
Week 14 (11/13—11/17) 
(See Blackboard for Reading List)

Week 15 (11/20)

M: 2nd Paper Due

W/F: No Class, Thanksgiving Break

Week 16 (11/27—12/1)

M: Introduction to Drama

W/F: A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry
        2nd Paper Returned
Week 17 (12/4)

M: Drama Summary

      Take-Home Final Assigned

      (Due Mon, 12/11)
